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" Laughed the brook for my delight
Through the day and through the night,
Whispering at the garden wall,
Talked with me from fall to fall."

He attained the full height of his mature years,
five feet, ten and one half inches, when he was
about fifteen years of age; but he was always
slender, and never strong of muscle. At the age
of seventeen he sustained injuries from over-exer-
tion in farm work, from the effects of which he
never fully recovered. Some phases of farm life
he always enjoyed, such as watching the growth
and development of the crops, the harvesting of
such as did not overtax his strength, and the com-
panionship of the domestic animals, especially the
oxen. He had seven cows to milk, and this work
he never relished. Beside the cows, there were
kept on the farm a yoke of oxen, a few sheep,
and one horse. His mother made butter and
cheese which had such a reputation that it brought
much better prices than the average. Their bread
was supplied from grains raised on the farm. Rye
was largely used instead of wheat, and much In-
dian corn. The only method of threshing grain, in
his youth, was with the flail, the wielding of which
required more strength than he possessed.

His brother, Matthew Franklin, nearly five years
younger than himself, was his superior in strength,
and led off in " breaking" the steers and colts,
and in other enterprises requiring bodily vigor.
Of a warm summer afternoon, when no work was
pressing, the top of Job's Hill was the favorite re-
sort of the boys, and of the cattle as well. The